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This was once a far different place.  It was rocky, and wooded, 

and dry as a bone. 

It has been transformed with hard labor and great skill to suit 

the sole purpose of a small but eager group. 

 

There's a mother, and father, youngsters, grandparents, uncles 

and aunts.  They all live together on the edge of a pond - in a 

house they built themselves. 

 

Their story began long ago, with two young beavers on a 

difficult search for a good place to start a new family. 

 

In order to build a house they will first have to stop the flow of 

running water. 

 

It will take a small forest of wood to build a good dam.  An 

ideal location will also include the tender young leaves of the 

aspen tree. 

It's not long before the easily accessible leaves vanish 

altogether. 

 

Nothing is wasted.  The branches are cut to a manageable size.  

The leaves and bark are eaten first, then the remaining wood is 

worked into the beginnings of a new dam. 

 



The two beavers will fell over four hundred trees in a single 

year. 

 

As the water rises behind the dam, trapping rich sediment, the 

land beneath will begin a transformation that will last forever. 

 

In an otherwise rocky sterile land the growing dam makes life 

possible for countless millions of new plants and animals. 

 

In order to gain easy water access to fresh supplies of wood, 

the beavers must build their dam continually wider and higher. 

 

With the exception of humans, beavers alter the world around 

them far more than any other creature on Earth. 

 

For the beavers to survive the winter the dam and water must 

be high enough to keep the ice from freezing to the bottom.  

They must be free to gather food from stock-piled wood 

around the pond. 

 

Deep under the house, a tunnel leads to a warm dry chamber 

above the water line. 

 

With a growing family to feed, trees are now cut further back 

from the safety of the water. 

 

Bears have been known to attack a beaver house.  By the time 

they get inside however, the beavers are long gone. 



 

After a few months, the young will leave the house on their 

own to explore for the first time, the world their parents built. 

 

Towards the end of the first year, the small beavers will begin 

learning the skilled craft of their parents. 

 

Some of the young will drift away in search of suitable mates. 

 

In time, a new generation of predator will come of age, deep 

in the forest of the beaver. 

 

A few of the young however, will stay in the pond to continue 

the hard working tradition of the family. 

 

As long as the aspens grow and the water flows, generations 

of beavers will work in the pond, storing food for the winter 

and raising their young in the Spring.  The great house may 

stand for another hundred years.  Eventually, when the dam 

breaks and the water drops, the once dry and rocky land 

beneath will become rich and fertile meadow, transformed 

forever by beavers. 


